Depression among Women Released from Prison or Jail in the United States.
Risk factors for depression among 179 women recently released from prison or jail in a state correctional facility in the northeastern United States were examined in this study. The Center for Epidemiologic Studies Depression Scale (CESD-10) was used to measure longitudinal, self-reported depression data. In addition, potential risk factors for depression among women recently released from prison and jail were analyzed. Findings of this study indicated that approximately 83% of the women suffered depression throughout baseline and/or at least one follow up period after release. Significant risk factors for depression among these women included drug use, alcohol use, physical partner abuse, number of living children, and emotional abuse during childhood. Women who used drugs other than marijuana were eight times as likely to suffer from depression compared with women who had never used such drugs.